
Over the past decade, concepts like coloniality and imperiality have gained traction in public discourse, from 
social media debates to political demonstrations. This popularization has bridged the perceived divide between 
academia and activism, as intellectual frameworks often emerge from social organizations. However, it has 
also fueled conflictive interpretations, turning complex discussions into confrontations (“screaming matches”) 
over competing experiences. In the past year, more than at any time in the last five decades, modern Jewish 
experiences have been at the heart of this tension. In this lecture, Santiago Slabodsky—recipient of the Frantz 
Fanon Outstanding Book Award for Decolonial Judaism: Triumphal Failures of Barbaric Thinking, Kafuman Chair 
and director of the Jewish Studies Program at Hofstra University—examines the fundamental contributions of 
these frameworks to illuminate Jewish histories, evaluates their potential limits and opens the possibility for 
their transformative potential for reinterpreting and changing geopolitical structures.
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