
The Hebrew Bible prescribes and describes many different types of animal sacrifices within the context of 

ancient Israelite religious worship. Sheep, goats, and cattle, as well as birds, are slaughtered, portioned, 
washed, and consumed by fire or by ritual participants in sacred feasts in a variety of contexts from slabs 

of stone to temple altars. But these texts were written long after the practices they describe and primarily 

serve a narrative function in the biblical story of ancient Israel prompting many to wonder how “real” such 
rituals actually were, or if their reality even matters. This talk integrates biblical data with recent 

archaeological finds in the broader cultural context of the ancient Near East to suggest that these later 
texts preserve important details related to ancient Israelite practice with far-reaching significance for 

understanding the idea of sacrifice and the importance of sacred meals in Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam today.

FRIDAY | FEBRUARY 14, 2025
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Rice University | 6100 Main Street | Houston Texas 77005

Humanities 226

Jonathan S. Greer, Ph.D. 
Visiting Professor of Archaeology

Department of Anthropology
Grand Valley State University

What Was Ancient Israelite Sacrifice Really Like?


	Slide 1

